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HE WAS PRAYING.

lITIIAT was our Lord .Jesus Christ doing

VV \\" hen the Spirit of Gud descended yisibly
npon him, and his dignity was proclaimed by
a voice from heaven? He was praying. " It
came to pass, that .Jesus also being baptized,
and praying, the heaven was opened, and the
Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like
It dove upon him, and a voice came from
heuyen, which said, Tbou art my beloved
Son; in thee I am well pleased." Luke iii,
21, 22.

\Vhat was J esns Christ doing when be was
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trans.figured in the presence of his disClplell
and of visitors fl'om heaven? He was praying. "As he prayed, the fasbion of his cuun.
Lenanee was altered, and his I'aiment was white
and glistering, And, behold, there talked
with him two men, which were Moses and
Elias: who appeared in glory, and spake of
his decease whieh he should accomplish at
Jerusalem," Luke ix, 29-31.
What was Jesus Christ doing wben, in the
garden of Gethsemane, an angel was sent to
cheer him in the prospect of his final suffer
ings? He was praying, "He was withdrawn
from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled
down, and prayed, saying, FatheI', if thou be
willing, remove thi!l cup from me: nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done. And
there appe::trerl an augel unto him f,'om heaven,
streng-t hening him." Luke xxii, 41-43.
'Vha/, was the prophet Daniel doing when
the angel Gabriel was sent to assUI"e him that,
within a given period, the Messiah should come
to make atonement for sin, and fulfill the other gracit,us purposes for the accompli~hment
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\)f which he had been promised? He was
praying.
What was the whole congregation of Israel
doing when Gabriel was sent again to announce to Zacharias that he should have a
son, who should be the herald to proclaim the
promised Redeemer's advent? It was pray·
ing. "The whole m\lltitude of the people
were praying without at the time of incense.
And there appeared unto him an angel of the
Lord standing on the right side of the altar
of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he
was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the
angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for
thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elizabeth
shall bear thee a gon, and thou shalt call his
name John. . .. AHd many of the chililren
of Israel shall he tum to the Lord their God.
And he shall go before him in the spirit and
power of Elias, to tum the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of tlllCl just; to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord." Luke i, 10-17.
,\\That was Saul of Tarsus doing wben, baving
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seen tbe Lord Jesus in the way to Damascus,
and humbled himself before the Saviour, Ananias was sent to restore his sigbt and guido
his steps? He was praying. The Lord said
to Ananias, "Arise, and go into the street
which is called Straight, and inquire in the
house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus:
for, behold, he prayeth, and hath fleen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and
putting his hand on bim, that he might receive
his sight." Acts ix, 11, 12.
Wben messengers came to Peter from Cesarea, to invite him to a new sphere of usefulness, that so he migbt be the honored instrument of opening the door of faith to the Gentiles, what was the apostle doing? He was
praying. "I was in the city of .Toppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision .... And,
behold, immediately there were three men already come lllto the house where I \Ya~, sent
from Cesarea unto me. And the Spirit bade
me go with them, nothing doubting." Acts xi,
5,11,12.

'Vhen Petm', aftcr his deliverance by aD
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.mgel from prison, came to the hou~e of Mary
the 1Il0ther of John, and informed the company
assembled there of the miracle that had been
wrought on his behalf, what were they doing? They were praying. Peter was kept in
prison; "but prayer was made without ceasing of the Church unto God tor him." Acts
xii,5. Anxious for one so beloved, whose life
was so important, but whose execution was
appointed for the morrow; unable to purchase
his release, to influence the heart of the stern
tyrant who had decreed his death, or by any
human agency to avert the sentence, sorrowful and dejected, they met to pour out united
supplications before the Almighty. " And
when Peter was come to himself~ he said,
N ow I know of a surety, that the Lord hath
sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of
the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. And wb(;'n he
had considered the thing, be came to the house
of Mary the mother of J ohu, whose surname
was Mark; where many were gathered toget her praying." Acts xii, 11, 12.
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When the prison at Philippi was shaken,
when the feet of the messengers of salvation
were suddenly released from the stocks, and
1he heart of the cruel jailer became docile,
submissive, and obedient, what had Paul and
Silas been doing? They had been praying.
Thi!l is the introduction to the pleasing portion
of the narrative; this was the preparative for
their deliverance, and for the conversion of the
jailer ani! his house: "At midnight Paul and
Sila!> pmyed, and sang praises unto God: and
the prisoners heard them. And suddenly
there was a great earthquake, so that the
foumlations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened, and every
one's bands were loosed." Acts xvi, 25, 26.
AmI what should we do if we are in
trouble? what, if the sorrows or dangers of
others occasion anxiety on theil" behalf?
what, if we desire to receive those rich spiritual blessings, those heavenly donations, which
none but God can bestow? what, if we long
fOI" usefulness in the ehUl'eh of God, or tl·e]
compassion for the myriads who are perishing
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.n sin Hnd ignorance? It is written, "A~k,
Hnd it ~hall be given you." Matt. vii, 7. Mny
it not often be said, then, "Yc have not, beeause ye ask not?" Iil the eases just mentioned, and in many others recorded both in
aneient and in modern history, how evidently
was the promise fultilled: "Before they call,
I will answer; and while they ar(1 yet speaking, I will hear." Isaiah lxv, 24. Trne, we do
not deserve that God should hearken to us;
but he is gracious. True, we cannot plead any
worthiness of our own; but we may plead the
worthiness of Christ, the righteous One, the
Saviour of all who commit themselves to his
care and guidanee. \Vhen Jesus prayed, the
Father saw before him his beloved 8011, IJis
faithful servant, the object of his highest COIll.
placency; ami the suppliant was, for his own
sake, heard and accepted. But in this he is
alone. All others of the human family are
unworthy of the blessings they request, and
if they reccive them, must be indcbted to freo
met·cy. Daniel, therefore, in urging his peti·
ion, disclaim. Ii all personal merit, :o:aying'

liE WAS PRAYING.

"We do not present our supplicatiuns before
thee for our righteou~nes~, but for thy great
mercies." Daniel ix, 18. llut we are authorized to ask for blessings in the Saviour's name.
" Whatsoever ye shall a-k the Father in my
name," said he, " he will give it yon. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask,
ann. ye ><ha11 receive, that your joy may be
full." John xvi, 23,2-1-. "Let U~ thel'pf"re cOllle
bol,1ly unto the thl"One of grace, that we may
ohtain llIl'rcy, and find grace .to hell' in time
()f lll"'ll." Heb. iv, \(i.

